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SANTRAUKA 

Straipsnyje pristatoma pagal 2007-2013 m. 
Zmogiskijjij istekliij pletros veiksmij progra- 
mos 2 prioritetjj „Mokymasis vis/j gyvenimq“ 
(toliau - Programa) atnaujintij pirmos ir an- 
tros pakopos studijij programij isorinio koky- 
bes vertinimo rezultatai studentij savarankis- 
ko darbo planavimo aspektu. Atskleidziama, 
kad atnaujinant studijij programas problenuj 
kilo del savarankisko darbo metodij, uzduo- 
ciq jvairoves, suderinamumo su dalyko rezul- 
tatais, dalyko turiniu, apimtimi kreditais bei 
studentij savarankisko darbo vertinimo. 


PAGRINDINigTERMINg 

APIBREZIMAI 

• Studijij programa - tam tikros krypties stu- 
dijq turinio, metodij ir materialiijjij priemo- 
niij, studijoms pasitelkiamo akademinio ir 
profesinio personalo visuma ir jos aprasymas 
(Mokslo ir studijij jstatymas, 2009). 

• Studijij programi/. atnaujinimas - studijp 
programos visumos ir jos aprasymo, t. y. visij 
strukturiniij daliij (bendrojo apraso, dalykij 
aprasij ir kitij susijusiij dokumentij, priedij) 


ABSTRACT 

The article introduces external quality assess¬ 
ment results of first cycle and second cycle 
study programmes renewed under the Hu¬ 
man Resources Development Action Pro¬ 
gramme 2007-2013 priority direction 2 “Life¬ 
long Learning” (hereinafter the “Programme”) 
through the aspect of planning students’ inde¬ 
pendent work. Problems faced when renewing 
study programmes are related to the methods 
of independent work, the variety of tasks, com¬ 
patibility with learning outcomes at course unit 
level, its content, volume in credits and assess¬ 
ment of students’ independent work. 


DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS 

• Study programme - a totality of the content, 
methods and material measures of studies of 
a certain study field, the academic and profes¬ 
sional staff employed for the studies, and the 
description of the said totality (The Law of Sci¬ 
ence and Studies, 2009). 

• Study programme renewal - systematic qual¬ 
itative review, analysis and corrections of a to¬ 
tality of study programme and its description, 
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sisteminga kokybine perziura, analize ir ko- 
rekcijos siekiant patobulinti. 

• Studenty savarankisko darbo planavimo 
vertinimas - studijij programos dokumen- 
tuose nurodomos informacijos apie studentij 
savarankisko darbo planavimq vertinimas pa- 
gal savarankisko darbo vertinimo kriterijus, 
nurodytus Lietuvos Respublikos Svietimo ir 
mokslo ministerijos 2010-09-30 dokumente 
Nr. SR-28-01-299. 

• Ekspertas - kompetentingas asmuo, ver- 
tinantis atnaujinamas studijij programas; 
dalyvav^s projekto „ Studijij sistemos anali¬ 
ze ir tobulinimas" mokymuose ir atliekantis 
atnaujinamij studijij programij tarpinj verti- 
nim;j pagal Svietimo ir mokslo ministerijos 
2010-09-30 dokumente Nr. SR-28-01-299 
suformuluotus Zmogiskqjq istekliq veiksmij 
programos 2 prioriteto „Mokymasis visq gy- 
venimq" VP1-2.2-SMM-07-K „Studijij ko¬ 
kybes gerinimas, tarptautiskumo didinimas", 
atnaujinamij studijij programij tarpinio ver¬ 
tinimo reikalavimus ir kriterijus. 

• Tarpinio vertinimo ataskaita - rasytine 
vertinimo ataskaita, eksperto parengta pagal 
atnaujinamij studijij programij tarpinio ver¬ 
tinimo reikalavimus ir kriterijus, nurodytus 
Lietuvos Respublikos Svietimo ir mokslo 
ministerijos 2010-09-30 dokumente Nr. SR- 
28-01-299, suformuluotus Zmogiskijjij iste- 
kliij veiksmij programos 2 prioriteto „Mo- 
kymasis visq gyvenim;j“ VP1-2.2-SMM-07-K 
„Studijij kokybes gerinimas, tarptautiskumo 
didinimas". 


i.e. all structural parts (general description, 
course unit descriptions and other related 
documents and appendices), with the aim of 
improvement. 

• Assessment of student independent work 
planning - assessment of information on stu¬ 
dent independent work planning provided in 
the documents of a study programme in ac¬ 
cordance with criteria of independent work 
assessment identified in the document No. 
SR-28-01-299 (of 30-09-2010) of the Ministry 
of Education and Science of the Republic of 
Lithuania. 

• Expert - a competent individual who assess¬ 
es renewed study programmes; a person who 
participated in training sessions of the project 
“Analysis and Improvement of the System of 
Studies” and conducts interim assessment of 
renewed study programmes in accordance 
with requirements and criteria for interim as¬ 
sessment of renewed study programmes that 
were set in the document No. SR-28-01-299 
(of 30-09-2010) of the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Republic of Lithuania under 
the Operational Programme for the Develop¬ 
ment of Human Resources 2007-2013 2 nd Pri¬ 
ority “Life-long Learning” VP1-2.2- MM-07-K 
measure “Enhancing of the Quality of Studies, 
Strengthening of Internationality”. 

• Interim assessment report - a written assess¬ 
ment report that an expert prepares following 
requirements and criteria for interim assess¬ 
ment of renewed study programmes that were 
set in the document No. SR-28-01-299 (of 30- 
09-2010) of the Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Republic of Lithuania under 
the Operational Programme for the Devel¬ 
opment of Human Resources 2007-2013 2 nd 
Priority “Life-long Learning” VP 1-2.2- MM- 
07-K measure “Enhancing of the Quality of 
Studies, Strengthening of Internationality”. 
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(VADAS 

Mokymosi vis;} gyvenim;} idejq konteks- 
te ypac ryskus nuolatinis kokybes siekinys. 
Nors, kaip rodo teorines literatures analize, 
poreikis vertinti atsirado dar XVII a. (Rossi 
ir kt., 2003), is tikrqjij dometis studijq ko- 
kybe imta tik nuo XX a., tobulejant studiji} 
kokybes vertinimo metodams, vykstant ide- 
ologiniams, politiniams ir demografiniams 
pokyciams. Lietuvoje atkurus nepriklauso- 
myby, reformuojant aukstojo mokslo siste- 
mq, daug demesio buvo skiriama aukstosiose 
mokyklose jgyvendinarmj studiji} programi} 
kokybei uztikrinti. Siekiant kokybiskos vei- 
klos, aukstosioms mokykloms butinas nuo¬ 
latinis kokybes siekinys. Atliepdamos rinkos 
poreikius ir noredamos buti konkurencingos, 
aukstosios mokyklos sistemingai atnauji- 
na studijp programas, kuria naujas. Studiji} 
programi} atnaujinimas Lietuvoje ypac su- 
aktyvejo vykdant 2007-2013 m. Zmogiskqjq 
isteklii} pletros veiksmi} programos veiklas, 
paskatinusias naujus kokybinius pokycius 
studiji} programose, ir nuo 2011 m. rugse- 
jo 1 d. Lietuvos aukstosiose mokyklose jdie- 
gus Europos krediti} perkelimo ir kaupimo 
sistemq (angl. European Credit Transfer and 
Accumulation System - ECTS) (Laipsnj sutei- 
kiancii} pirmosios pakopos ir vientisijjij stu¬ 
diji} programi} bendrqjq reikalavimi} aprasas, 
2010; 2007-2013 m. Zmogiskijji} isteklii} ple¬ 
tros veiksmi} programos 2 prioriteto „Moky- 
masis vis;} gyvenimq" VP1-2.2-SMM-07-K 
priemones „Studiji} kokybes gerinimas, tarp- 
tautiskumo didinimas" projekti} finansavi- 
mo s;}lygi} aprasas, 2010). Studiji} programi} 
atnaujinimas Lietuvoje skatinamas nacio- 
naliniu (parengti nacionaliniai dokumentai, 
rekomendacijos atnaujinami} studiji} progra- 
moms vertinti, skiriamos Europos Siyungos 
lesos aukstosioms mokykloms, vykdancioms 
studiji} programi} atnaujinim;}, parengti 
ekspertai atnaujinami} studiji} programoms 
vertinti) bei tarptautiniu (Bolonijos proceso 


INTRODUCTION 

Constant aiming at quality has become ex¬ 
tremely important in the context of life-long 
learning. Although the analysis of theoretical 
literature has revealed that a need to assess 
developed back in the 17 th century (Rossi et 
al, 2003), actual interest in the quality of stud¬ 
ies only started in the 20 th century when as¬ 
sessment methods for quality of studies were 
improved and ideological, political and demo¬ 
graphic changes took place. Reforms of the 
system of higher education after the reestab¬ 
lishment of Lithuanian independence focused 
on quality assurance in study programmes de¬ 
livered at higher education institutions. In or¬ 
der to achieve high-quality activity, higher ed¬ 
ucation institutions have to constantly aim at 
quality. In order to reflect market needs and be 
competitive, higher education institutions per¬ 
form systematic renewal of study programmes 
and design new ones. Renewal of study pro¬ 
grammes in Lithuania has intensified since 
implementing activities of the Operational 
Programme for the Development of Human 
Resources 2007-2013 that inspired qualitative 
changes in study programmes and after intro¬ 
ducing the European Credit Transfer and Accu¬ 
mulation System (ECTS) to Lithuanian higher 
education institutions on the 1 st on September 
in 2011 (Laipsnj suteikianciq pirmosios pako¬ 
pos ir vientisqjq studijq programq bendrqjq 
reikalavimq aprasas, 2010 1 ; 2007-2013 m. 
Zmogiskqjq isteklii} pletros veiksmq progra¬ 
mos 2 prioriteto „Mokymasis vis;} gyvenim;}" 
VP1-2.2-SMM-07-K priemones „Studijq ko¬ 
kybes gerinimas, tarptautiskumo didinimas" 
projektq finansavimo sqlygi} aprasas, 2010 2 ). 
Renewal of study programmes in Lithuania is 

1 In EN: Requirements for study programs of first cycle 
and integrated studies, 2010 

2 In EN: Description of financial conditions for projects 
under 2007-2013 Human Resource Development Pro¬ 
gramme 2nd priority “Lifelong Learning” VP1-2.2-SMM- 
07-K measure “Study Quality Improvement, International 
Increase”, 2010 
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dokumentai, Europos svietimo strukturij 
suderinimo (angl. Tuning Educational Struc¬ 
tures in Europe)) projekto rezultatai, Euro¬ 
pos kreditij perkelimo ir kaupimo sistema 
(ECTS) bei Aukstojo mokslo kokybes uztikri- 
nimo agenturos (angl. The Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education) rekomendacijos 
lygmenimis. 

Remiantis moksline literatura, curricu¬ 
lum teorija, jau senokai moksliskai pagrjstas 
sistemingas studijij prograimj turinio tobuli- 
nimas (Bamberger, 2000; Royse, Thyer,1996), 
si;j svarbq taip pat pagrinde studijij turinio 
(angl. curriculum) teorijos tyrinetojai (Kerr, 
1967; Lauzackas, 2000; Pukelis, 1999; Puke- 
lis, Sajiene, 2000; Tyler, 1949 ir kt.). Studijij 
programq atnaujinimo klausimai uzsienyje 
nagrinejami gana seniai (Losak, Burns, 1971; 
Windle, Ochberg, 1975). Lietuvoje sie tyrimai 
taip pat atliekami: socialiniij pedagogij neu- 
niversitetinio rengimo ir jo praktinio realiza- 
vimo tendencijas aptare R. Ciapukas (2005), 
neuniversitetiniij studijij programq rengimo 
bei kokybes vertinimo teorinius ir praktinius 
aspektus - G. Zibeniene (2006), studijij pro- 
gramij rengimo ir atnaujinimo metodines 
nuostatas bei praktinj igyvendinimcj rengiant 
ir atnaujinant mokymo / studijij programas 
issamiai analizavo R. Lauzackas (2008), ge- 
bejimo, kompetencijos, mokymosi / studijij, 
rezultato, kvalifikacijos ir kompetentingumo 
reiskiniq strukturq - K. Pukelis (2009) ir kt. 

Bolonijos proceso 2020 dokumentuose 
akcentuojama aktualija - individualizuoti j 
student^ nukreiptas studijas, del to svarbus 
kokybiniai pokyciai planuojant ir jgyvendi- 
nant savarankiskq studentij darbq (Bologna 
beyond 2010). Daug Lietuvos aukstqjq mo- 
kyklij panaudojo Programos lesas studijij 
programoms atnaujinti. Sis procesas pagal 
Programos gaires prasidejo vos pries kelerius 
metus, o studijij programij tarpinis vertini- 
mas - tik pries trejus metus. Tad stinga studi¬ 
jij programij atnaujinimo patirties apzvalgos, 
analizes apie studijij programij atnaujinimo 


promoted at national (documents and recom¬ 
mendations for assessment of renewed study 
programmes are prepared, experts are trained 
to assess renewed study programmes) and in¬ 
ternational (Bologna documents, outcomes 
of the project Tuning Educational Structures 
in Europe, European Credit Transfer and Ac¬ 
cumulation System - ECTS, and recommen¬ 
dations of the Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education) levels. 

Systematic enhancement of curriculum of 
study programmes was validated in scientific 
literature, curriculum theory a long time ago 
(Bamberger, 2000; Royse, Thyer, 1996). Its im¬ 
portance was also validated by researchers of 
the curriculum theory (Kerr, 1967; Lauzackas, 
2000; Pukelis, 1999; Pukelis, Sajiene, 2000; Ty¬ 
ler, 1949 et al). Various aspects of study pro¬ 
gramme renewal have been analysed abroad 
for quite a while (Losak, Burns, 1971; Windle, 
Ochberg, 1975). Such researches are also con¬ 
ducted in Lithuania: Ciapukas (2005) dis¬ 
cussed non-university training of social peda¬ 
gogues and its practical realisation, Zibeniene 
(2006) researched theoretical and practical 
aspects of designing non-university study pro¬ 
grammes and quality assessment, Lauzackas 
(2008) analysed methodological provisions 
of study programme design and renewal as 
well as their practical use when designing and 
renewing study programmes, Pukelis (2009) 
analysed the structure of phenomena of ability, 
competency, learning / study outcome, quali¬ 
fication and competence etc. 

Bologna Process 2020 documents empha¬ 
sise individualisation of student-centred studies, 
focusing on quality-related transformation in 
planning and implementing students’ indepen¬ 
dent work (Bolognabeyond2010). A significant 
number of Lithuanian higher education institu¬ 
tions used funds of the Programme to renew 
study programmes. Following the Programme 
guidelines, this process has started several 
years ago and interim assessment of study pro¬ 
grammes - only three years ago. Thus the lack of 
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jgyvendinant Program^ bei diegiant ECTS. 
SMM ir aukstijjij mokyklij iniciatyva, 2011 m. 
geguzes men. vykusiuose seminaruose L. Le¬ 
onas, A. Rauckiene, P. Grecevicius analizavo 
ir aptare pirmijji pusmetj vert inti} atnauji- 
nanuj studijij programij patirtj, apibendrino 
ekspertij parengtas tarpinio vertinimo atas- 
kaitas pagal isskirtas ekspertams privalomas 
vertinti keturias sritis: „Programos tikslai ir 
studijij rezultatai„Programos sandara“; 
„Studijij eiga“; „Programos vadyba" (Semi- 
naro „Atnaujinamij studijij programij tar¬ 
pinio vertinimo rezultatai" medziaga, 2011). 
Programos vykdymo laikotarpyje studijij 
programij rengimo ir atnaujinimo aktualijas, 
pokycius analizavo K. Pukelis (2011), G. Zi¬ 
beniene (2011), s^vokos Learning Outcome 
darninimo lietuviij kalboje problematikij - 
K. Pukelis, A. Smetona (2011), studentij stu- 
dijavimo pasiekimij vertinimj - I. Savickie- 
ne (2011). Studijij programij atnaujinimas 
diegiant ECTS aptartas Vilniaus universiteto 
2009-2012 m. vykdomo nadonalinio projek- 
to „Europos kreditij perkelimo ir kaupimo 
sistemos (ECTS) nadonalines koncepcijos 
parengimas: kreditij harmonizavimas ir mo- 
kymosi pasiekimais grindziamij studijij pro- 
gramij metodikos kurimas bei diegimas" jgy- 
vendinimo laikotarpiu. 2013 m. rugsejo men. 
Svietimo ir mokslo ministerijos j aukstijsias 
mokyklas issiijstoje R. Bartkevidaus su ko- 
legomis (2013) parengtoje apzvalgoje reko- 
menduojama aiskiau planuoti savarankisko 
studentij darby, bet daugiau nedetalizuoja- 
ma. Nors gausu pranesimij, informadniij ar 
viesinimo straipsnip apie studijij programij 
atnaujinimo gaires, ECTS idiegimy, tadau 
studijij programij atnaujinimo patirtis, ypac 
studentij savarankisko darbo planavimo as- 
pektu, mokslineje literaturoje nepakankamai 
issamiai analizuota, taip pat nepakankamai 
aprasyta Programos vykdymo laikotarpiu. 

1 Cituojamame tekste vartojamas neteisingas learning out - 
comes vertimas j lietuviij kalb^, todel s^voka „siekiniai“ pa- 
keista j „ rezultatai". 


reviews of study programme renewal and anal¬ 
yses of study programme renewal under imple¬ 
mentation of the Programme and implementing 
ECTS can be noted. In the seminars that were 
organised under the initiative of the Ministry 
of Education and Science and higher education 
institutions in May, 2011, Leonas, Rauckiene, 
and Grecevidus analysed and discussed study 
programme renewal practice in the first half of 
the year, summarised expert report of interim 
assessment in accordance with four areas that 
experts must assess, i.e. “Programme aims and 
learning outcomes 3 ”; “Programme structure”; 
“Study progress”; “Programme management” 
(Seminaro „Atnaujinamij studijij programij 
tarpinio vertinimo rezultatai" medziaga, 2011 4 ). 
During the period of Programme implementa¬ 
tion, Pukelis (2011), Zibeniene (2011) analysed 
study programme design and renewal related 
issues and changes; Pukelis, Smetona (2011) 
researched issues related to harmonisation of 
the concept of learning outcome in Lithuania 
educational culture; Savickiene (2011) analysed 
assessment of students’ learning achievements. 
Study programme renewal while introducing 
ECTS was discussed in the national project 
“Preparing National Conception of the Euro¬ 
pean Credit Transfer and Accumulation Sys¬ 
tem (ECTS): credit harmonisation and design 
and implementation of learning achievements 
based methodology of study programmes”, 
implemented by Vilnius University in 2009- 
2012 m. In September, 2013, the Ministry of 
Education and Science provided higher edu¬ 
cation institutions with a review prepared by 
Bartkevicius et al. (2013) in which they recom¬ 
mend to plan students’ independent work more 
accurately However, no detailed information 
is provided. Irrespective of various presenta¬ 
tions, informative and public articles on the 

3 Incorrect translation of learning outcomes into Lithuanian 
was used in the text; thus the Lithuanian term “siekiniai” (in 
EN: objectives, aims) was changed into “rezultatai” (EN: 
outcomes, results). 

4 In EN: Material of seminar “Results of interim assess¬ 
ments of study programmes under renewal”, 2011 
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T. Bulajeva ir kolegos (2011) analizavo studi¬ 
jij programij atnaujinimij: kompetentinguimj 
pletotes ir studijij rezultati} 2 vertinimo as- 
pektu, taciau tai metodine priemone, kurioje 
nenagrinejama konkreti studijij programij 
atnaujinimo praktika, Lietuvoje kilusios pro- 
blemos atnauj inant studijij programas. Ta¬ 
ciau studentij savarankisko darbo klausimai 
issamiau aptarti, atskleisti K. Pukelio su kole- 
gomis (2011) parengtoje metodikoje, prista- 
tant savarankisko studijavimo galimybes pa- 
naudojant elektronines priemones. 

Studentij savarankisko darbo proble- 
matika, nesiejant su atnaujinamomis studijij 
programomis, Lietuvoje analizuota jvairiais 
aspektais: A. Budriene ir J. Margeliene (2010) 
analizavo integruoto savarankisko darbo tai- 
kymij studijij procese, A. Peciuriene, R. Rad- 
linskaite, D. Zvinakeviciene (2010) - sava¬ 
rankisko darbo profesinio bakalauro studijij 
procese aktualijas, R.Augaitiene, E. Augu- 
tiene, J. Buceliene (2012) - studentij sava¬ 
rankisko darbo itakij mokantis matematikos, 
L. Rupsiene, A. Mazioniene (2011) tyre stu- 
dentij poziurj j savarankisko darb/j, N. Jurk- 
saitiene (2010) - studentij savarankiskumo 
ugdymo aspektus ir kt. Studijij programij 
atnaujinimo patirties apzvalga Programos 
jgyvendinimo laikotarpiu studentij savaran¬ 
kisko darbo planavimo aspektu nera issami, 
nors tai ypac svarbu aukstoje mokykloje 
siekiant atliepti Bolonijos proceso aktualijas 
ir konstruktyvistiniij studijij siekj. L. Rup¬ 
siene, A. Mazioniene pastebi, kad ..studentij 
savarankiskas darbas ypac aktualizavosi kei- 
ciantis paradigmoms is tradicines mokymo j 
konstruktyvistin^ mokymosi“ (2011, p. 152). 


2 Autoriij vartojami „sieMniai“ pakeisti j ..studijij rezul- 
tatus“, „kompetencijos“ - j „kompetentingumus“, nes tai 
teisingi termini} „learning outcome" ir „competence“ atitik- 
menys. Kita vertus, taip }vardijama ir nacionaliniuose teises 
aktuose, pvz., Studiji} kokybes vertinimo centro direktoriaus 
jsakyme Del ketinamos vykdyti studiji} programos apraso 
rengimo, jos isorinio vertinimo ir akreditavimo metodikos 
patvirtinimo 2011 m. lapkricio 28 d. Nr. 1-01-157, „Studiji} 
termini} zodyne" ir kitur. 


guidelines of study programme renewal and 
ECTS implementation, study programme re¬ 
newal practice, especially on planning students’ 
independent work, has not been sufficiently 
analysed in scientific literature and described 
over the period of Programme implementa¬ 
tion. Bulajeva et al. (2011) analysed renewal of 
study programmes through the perspective of 
assessing the development of competences and 
learning outcomes 5 ; however, this methodolog¬ 
ical tool does not analyse renewal practice of a 
specific study programme and problems faced 
when renewing study programmes in Lithu¬ 
ania. Various aspects of students’ independent 
work are thoroughly discussed in the method¬ 
ology prepared by Pukelis et al. (2011) where 
they introduce the use of electronic tools for 
independent learning. 

Various issues of students’ independent 
work have been analysed in Lithuania with¬ 
out incorporating the aspect of renewable 
study programmes. Budriene and Margeliene 
(2010) analysed the use of integrated inde¬ 
pendent work in the study process; Peciuriene, 
Radlinskaite and Zvinakeviciene (2010) stud¬ 
ied independent work in the process of voca¬ 
tional bachelor studies; Augaitiene, Augutiene, 
and Buceliene (2012) researched the influence 
of students’ independent work when learn¬ 
ing mathematics; Rupsiene and Mazioniene 
(2011) analysed students’ opinions on inde¬ 
pendent work; Jurksaitiene (2010) analysed 
aspects of independence development etc. 
Reviews of study programme renewal during 
the Programme implementation period lack a 


5 Terms used by authors were changed: Lithuanian “sie- 
kiniai” (in EN: objectives, aims) to “studijij rezultatai” (in 
EN: learning outcomes), Lithuanian “kompetencijos” (in 
EN: competencies) to “kompetentingumai” (in EN: com¬ 
petences) as these are the correct equivalents of “learning 
outcome” and “competence”. Besides, these terms are also 
used in national legal acts, e.g. order of the Director of the 
Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education On the 
Approval of the Methodology for the Preparation of the De¬ 
scription, External Review and Accreditation of New Study 
Programmes (28th of November, 2011, No. 1-01-157), “Dic¬ 
tionary of Study Terms” etc. 
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Todel straipsnyje keliama problema - Pro- 
gramos jgyvendinimo laikotarpiu Lietuvoje 
nepakankamai isanalizuota atnaujinamq stu- 
dijq progratmj patirtis studentp savarankisko 
darbo planavimo aspektu. Tyrimo objektas - 
studentp savarankisko darbo planavimas at- 
naujinamose studijp programose. 

Tyrimo tikslas - aptarti studijp programp 
atnaujinimq studentp savarankisko darbo as¬ 
pektu, Lietuvoje jgyvendinant Programp. Ty¬ 
rimo uzdaviniai: pristatyti studijij programij 
atnaujinimq pagal 2007-2013 m. Zmogiskp- 
jp isteklip pletros veiksmp programos 2 prio- 
ritetp; atskleisti ekspertp jvardytas problemas, 
trukumus, pastebetus pagal Programij atnau- 
jinamose studijp programose planuojant stu- 
dentp savarankisko darba; pristatyti studijp 
programas atnaujinusip asmenp jvardytas 
problemas, trukumus planuojant studentp 
savarankiskp darbij pagal Programp atnauji- 
namose studijp programose. 

Tyrimo organizavimas ir metodai. Taikyta 
literatures saltinip ir teises aktp analize stu¬ 
dijp programp rengimo ir atnaujinimo tema- 
tika, ekspertinip tarpinip vertinimp ataskaitp 
(angl. content) analize, pokalbis su studijp 
programas atnaujinanciais asmenimis. Eks- 
pertines tarpinio vertinimo ataskaitos buvo 
analizuojamos remiantis tradicine (kokybi- 
ne) teksto analize (Mayring, 2000), kai ana¬ 
lize vykdoma sistemiskai, daug kartp skaitant 
teksto. Taip pat buvo remiamasi Zmogiskpjp 
isteklip veiksmp programos 2 prioriteto <...> 
kriterijais (2010) studentp savarankisko darbo 
aspektu. Tyrimas organizuotas dviem etapais. 
2011-2012 m. isanalizuotos 24 atnaujintp 
pirmos ir antros pakopos studijp programas 
(kolegijp ir universitetp) vertinusip ekspertp 
tarpinio vertinimo ataskaitos. Taikyta eks¬ 
pertp imtis, asmenys jtraukti j ekspertp sp- 
rasp (Studijp programp, atnaujinamp <.„>, 
2010). Straipsnio autore taip pat atliko studi¬ 
jp programp tarpinius vertinimus. Vertintp 
studijp programp pavadinimai nejvardijami 
siekiant konfidencialumo, nes ekspertp teises 


more comprehensive analysis of the aspect of 
independent work planning even though this 
aspect is very important when reflecting the 
Bologna process ideas and objectives of con¬ 
structivist studies. Rupsiene and Mazioniene 
note that “students’ independent work ideas 
were updated through transformation of 
paradigms from traditional teaching to con¬ 
structivist learning” (2011, p. 152). Thus the 
following problem is highlighted in the article: 
during the Programme implementation pe¬ 
riod in Lithuania, study programme renewal 
practices were insufficiently analysed through 
the aspect of students’ independent work plan¬ 
ning. Research object: students’ independent 
work planning in renewed study programmes. 

Research aim: to discuss renewal of study 
programmes through the aspect of students’ 
independent work when implementing the 
Programme in Lithuania. Research tasks: to in¬ 
troduce study programme renewal under the 
Human Resources Development Action Pro¬ 
gramme 2007-2013 priority direction 2; to re¬ 
veal problems and disadvantages that experts 
identified in planning students’ independent 
work in study programmes renewed under the 
Programme; to introduce problems and disad¬ 
vantages that individuals who renewed study 
programmes identified in planning students’ 
independent work in study programmes re¬ 
newed under the Programme. 

Research organisation and methods. The 
following research methods were applied: 
analysis of literature resources and legal acts on 
study programme design and renewal, content 
analysis of expert interim assessment reports, 
interview with individuals who renew study 
programmes. Content of expert interim as¬ 
sessment reports was analysed on the basis of 
traditional (qualitative) text analysis (Mayring, 
2000), when analysis is conducted systemati¬ 
cally, reading text repeatedly. Besides, the cri¬ 
teria of the Human Resources Development 
Action Programme 2007-2013 priority direc¬ 
tion 2 (2010) were applied through the aspect 
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viesinti informacijtj yra ribotos. Skirtumai 
tarp pirmos ir antros pakopos bei koleginiij 
ir universitetinii} studijij programij tarpinio 
vertinimo ataskaitij nebuvo ryskus, tad siame 
straipsnyje studijij programij atnaujinimo 
patirtis ir siij programij ekspertinio tarpinio 
vertinimo ataskaitos aptariamos bendrai. Is- 
samiau aiskinantis problem^, kalbetasi su 
sesias studijij programas atnaujinanciij darbo 
grupiij nariais - 21 asmeniu. Tyrimo imtis 
patogioji, nes pasirinkti aukstosios mokyklos 
darbuotojai, kurie pagal Program^ atnaujino 
studijij programas desto ir dirba visu etatu, 
kuriuos buvo nesunku rasti atsizvelgiant j 
dominancias charakteristikas. Tyrimo eti- 
ka: tyrimas atliktas laikantis savanoriskumo 
principo, tiriamiesiems patogioje aukstosios 
mokyklos aplinkoje ir patogiu laiku, gavus jij 
sutikimus ir leidimus. 


1 

STUDIjy PROGRAMy 
ATNAUJINIMAS PAGAL 2007-2013 
M.ZMOGISKyjy ISTEKLiy PLETROS 
VEIKSMy PROGRAMOS 2 PRIORITETA 

Aukstosios mokyklos, sekmingai parengu- 
sios projektus pagal 2007-2013 m. Zmo- 
giskijjij istekliij pletros veiksmij programos 
2 prioritetj. „Mokymasis vise} gyvenimg" 
<...> Zin. (2010), jgijo teis£ Europos S^jun- 
gos lesomis atnaujinti studijij programas. 


of students’ independent work. Research was 
organised in two stages. In 2011-2012, 24 ex¬ 
pert interim assessment reports on renewed 
first cycle and second cycle study programmes 
(at colleges and universities) were analysed. 
Expert sample was applied, putting indi¬ 
viduals into an expert list (Studijij programij, 
atnaujinamij <.„>, 2010 6 ). The author of the 
article also performed interim assessments of 
study programmes. To assure confidentiality, 
names of assessed study programmes were not 
included as experts have limited rights to pub¬ 
lish information. No significant differences 
were noted in interim assessment reports of 
the first and second cycle, college and univer¬ 
sity study programmes. Thus only general de¬ 
scriptions of study programme renewal prac¬ 
tices and expert interim assessment reports are 
provided in the article. A more comprehensive 
analysis of the problem involved interviews 
with 21 members of work groups responsible 
for the renewal of six study programmes. A 
convenience sampling was applied as the se¬ 
lected higher education institution employees, 
who renewed study programmes under the 
Programme, teach and work full time and were 
easy to find following certain characteristics. 
Research ethics: research was conducted on a 
voluntary basis, in a comfortable environment 
at a higher education institution at convenient 
time, with a permission of participants. 

1 

RENEWAL OF STUDY PROGRAMMES 
UNDER THE HUMAN RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACTION 
PROGRAMME 2007-2013 PRIORITY 
DIRECTION 2 

After successfully designing projects under 
the Human Resources Development Action 
Programme 2007-2013 priority direction 

6 In EN: Experts and advisers for interim assessment of 
study programmes under renewal in projects of EU struc¬ 
tural funds, 2010 
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Remiantis „Atnaujinamij studiji} progra- 
mi} tarpinio vertinimo ataskaitos gairemis“ 
(2011) bei Zmogiskijjij istekliq veiksmij 
programos 2 prioriteto „Mokymasis visq 
gyvenimq" <...> (2010) studijq progratmj 
atnaujinimas turi vykti keturiomis krypti- 
mis: „Programos tikslai ir studiji} rezulta- 
tai“; „Programos sandara"; „Studiji} eiga“; 
„Programos vadyba“; isskirtinis demesys 
kreipiamas j konkrecios aukstosios moky- 
klos vykdomame projekte numatytus atnau- 
jinimus. Kiekvien;} vykdomo projekto metu 
atnaujintq studiji} program^ turi vertinti 
bent du ekspertai. Aukstosios mokyklos, 
siekdamos visapusisko, kokybisko vertini¬ 
mo, kviete skirtingus ekspertus: konkrecios 
srities specialist^ ir edukologq. Kiekvienos 
is keturii} vertinimo sricii} atnaujinimo se- 
kmingumui jvertinti parengtos Mokslo ir 
studijp stebesenos ir analizes centro (toliau - 
MOSTA) vertinimo rekomendacijos, kurios 
apibrezia eksperti} veiklos gaires. Ekspertai 
atliko vertinim;} pagal tuos pacius kriterijus, 
nurodytus Lietuvos Respublikos Svietimo ir 
mokslo ministerijos 2010-09-30 dokumente 
Nr. SR-28-01-299 ir MOSTOS vertinimo re- 
komendacijas. Straipsnyje studiji} programi} 
atnaujinimo apzvalga studenti} savarankis- 
ko darbo planavimo aspektu pateikta pagal 
iskilusias dazniausias atnaujinimo proble- 
mas, kurias minejo studiji} programas verti¬ 
ng ekspertai bei jas reng£ studijq programos 
rengimo darbo graph} nariai (1 lentele). 


2 “Lifelong Learning” <...> (2010), higher 
education institutions could renew study 
programmes with funds from the European 
Union. Following “Guidelines for Interim 
Assessment Reports of Renewed Study Pro¬ 
grammes” (2011) and Human Resources 
Development Action Programme 2007-2013 
priority direction 2 “Lifelong Learning” <...> 
(2010), renewal of study programmes should 
cover four areas: “Programme aims and 
learning outcomes”; “Programme structure”; 
“Study progress”; “Programme management”. 
Attention is drawn to renewals set in the 
project implemented by a particular higher 
education institution. Every renewed study 
programme has to be assessed by at least two 
experts. To achieve comprehensive and high- 
quality assessment, higher education institu¬ 
tions invited different experts: a specialist of a 
specific field and an education researcher. Re¬ 
search and Higher Education Monitoring and 
Analysis Centre (hereinafter MOSTA) pre¬ 
pared assessment recommendations to evalu¬ 
ate success of renewal of each assessment area 
that define expert activity guidelines. Experts 
performed assessment under the criteria set 
in the document No. SR-28-01-299 (of 30-09- 
2010) of the Ministry of Education and Sci¬ 
ence of the Republic of Lithuania and MO¬ 
STA assessment recommendations. In this 
article, content of study programme renewal 
is presented through the aspect of students’ 
independent work planning, focusing on 
most common renewal issues that were iden¬ 
tified by experts who assessed programmes 
and members of work groups responsible for 
study programme designing (Table 1). 
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1 lentele. Ekspertq bei studijq programas atnaujinusiq asmenq isvardytos problemos atnaujinamose studijq 
programose planuojant studentq savarankiskq darbq 

Table 1. Students' independent work planning issues in renewable study programmes as presented by experts 
and individuals who renewed study programmes 


EKSPERTy ISVARDYTOS PROBLEMOS 

STUDIjy PROGRAMAS ATNAUJINUSiy ASMENy ISVARDYTOS 
PROBLEMOS 

Nepateikiami studentq savarankisko darbo metodai. 
Nepakankama studentq savarankisko darbo metodq jvairove. 
Studentq savarankiskas darbas nepakankamai suderintas su 
dalyko rezultatais. 

Nera pateikiami studentq savarankisko darbo vertinimo kriterijq. 
Skirtingo issamumo informacija apie planuojam^ studentq 
savarankisko darb^. 

Planuojamas savarankiskas darbas nera pakankamai suderintas 
su dalyko kreditais, nepakankamai optimaliai paskirstytas laikas 

Nebuvo suteikta pakankamai informacijos, kaip ir k^ reikia rasyti 
apie studentq savarankisko darbo. 

Nepakankamai aisku, kur, kurioje dalyko apraso dalyje nurodyti 
savarankisko darbo ' r kiek issamiai aprasyti (programos aprase, 
dalyko aprasuose, individualiuose teminiuose planuose ar kt.) 
Neaiskumai del dalyko rezultatq sosajq su savarankisku darbu 
(pvz., ar savarankisko darbo numatyti kiekvienam dalyko rezulta- 
tui). Nepakankamai aisku, kokie inovatyvus savarankisko darbo 
metodai. 

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY EXPERTS 

ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY INDIVIDUALS WHO RENEWED STUDY 

PROGRAMMES 

No students'independent work methods are provided. 
Insufficient variety of students' independent work methods. 
Students' independent work does not sufficiently correspond to 
course unit outcomes. 

No assessment criteria for assessing students' independent work 
are provided. 

The level of detailed information regarding planned students' 
independent work differs. 

Planned independent work does not sufficiently correspond to 
course unit credits; time distributed insufficiently. 

Insufficient information on how and what has to be written about 
students' independent work. 

Unclear where (which part of the description) independent work 
has to be put and how comprehensive its description should be 
(in programme description, course unit description, individual 
topics etc.) 

Unclear links between outcomes at course unit level and inde¬ 
pendent work (e.g. if independent work should be planned for 
each outcome). Unclear innovative independent work methods. 


2 

EKSPERTy ISVARDYTOS PROBLEMOS, 
TROKUMAI PLANUOJANT STUDENTy 
SAVARANKISKA DARBA PAGAL 
PROGRAMA ATNAUJINAMOSE 
STUDIjy PROGRAMOSE 

Vertindami studijij programas, atnaujintas 
pagal Programos lesas, ir rengdami tarpinio 
vertinimo ataskaitas, ekspertai turejo nu- 
statyti, ar isvardyti studento savarankisko 
darbo metodai ir (arba) uzduotys, susieti su 
numatomais studijq dalyko ir (arba) modu- 
lio rezultatais bei jq vertinimo metodais ir 
kriterijais, ar siuloma savarankisko darbo 
metodq ir (arba) uzduociq jvairove uzti- 
krinant studentams pasirinkimo galimybes 
(Zmogiskqjq istekliq veiksnuj programos 2 
prioriteto „Mokymasis visq gyvenimq" <...>, 


2 

STUDENTS'INDEPENDENT WORK 
PLANNING ISSUES IN STUDY 
PROGRAMMES RENEWED UNDER 
THE PROGRAMME, AS PRESENTED BY 
EXPERTS 

When assessing study programmes renewed 
by the Programme funds and preparing re¬ 
ports of interim assessment, experts had to 
determine whether presented students’ inde¬ 
pendent work methods and (or) tasks are re¬ 
lated to intended course unit and (or) module 
outcomes and their assessment methods and 
criteria, as well as whether students have a va¬ 
riety of independent work methods and (or) 
tasks to choose from (Zmogiskqjq istekliq 
veiksnuj programos 2 prioriteto „Mokymasis 
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2010). Isvardyti kriterijai siejasi su K. Puke- 
lio ir kolegp (2011) isskirtais pagrindiniais 
savarankisko studentij darbo organizavimo 
principals: destytojij vaidmens apibreztumas 
studentams studijuojant savarankiskai; kons- 
truktyvizmo bei pragmatizmo idejomis grjs- 
tas poziuris jstudijavim^; studijij rezultatais 
paremtas poziuris; studijavimo formij jvai¬ 
rove; studijavimo metodij jvairove; galimybe 
bendradarbiauti; vertinimo objektyvumas; 
konsultacijij rengiant savarankiskus darbus 
nuoseklumas. 

Daugiau nei puseje atnaujintij studijij 
programu (17 is 24) studentij savarankisko 
darbo metodai nebuvo atskirai isskirti ir tie- 
siogiai jvardyti, taciau studijij dalyko rezul- 
tatij lenteleje buvo bendrai nurodyti studijij 
metodai, is kuriij - daug tinkamij studentij 
savarankiskam darbui. Dviejose studijij pro- 
gramose, atnaujintij dalykij aprasuose kaip 
savarankisko darbo metodai ir uzduotys 
buvo nurodyta: koliokviumas, egzaminas, 
laboratorinis darbas. Siuo atveju studijij pro- 
gramas atnaujinantys asmenys kaip savaran- 
kiskij. darb;j jvardijo studentij veiklos formas 
ir studijavimo pasiekimij vertinimtj. Atnau- 
jinamose studijij programose savarankisko 
darbo metodai dazniausiai nepasizymejo di- 
dele jvairove, dominavo referatas, „studento 
individuali veikla pagal paskirtas uzduotis", 
pranesimas, „jvairios kurybines uzduotys", 
„uzduociij atlikimas". Atnaujinamose studijij 
programose turetij buti numatyta didesne sa¬ 
varankisko darbo metodij jvairove derinant 
su studijij procesu, dalyko turiniu, numato- 
mais pasiekti dalyko rezultatais. Nedaznai 
numatyti studentij savarankiskam darbui 
Europos Sijjungos aukstosiose mokyklose 
rekomenduojami: apzvalgos, ese, recenzija, 
mokymosi dienorasciai, praktiniij duome- 
np rinkimo ataskaitos, ivairiu mokslo darbu 
kritinis vertinimas, atvejo analize, projektai 
( Tuning: Europos svietimo strukturij suderi- 
nimas, 2010) bei aplankas ( portfolio ), studen- 
tp prezentacijos (Pukelis ir kt., 2011). Taip 


vis;j gyvenim;j“ <...>, 2010 7 8 ). Presented criteria 
are related to key principles of students’ inde¬ 
pendent work organisation identified by Puke¬ 
lis et al. (2011): defined teachers role in stu¬ 
dents’ independent studying; constructivism 
and pragmatism based approach to learning; 
learning outcomes based approach; variety of 
studying forms; cooperation possibilities; ob¬ 
jective assessment; consistent consultations 
during independent works. 

In more than a half of renewed study 
programmes (17 out of 24), students’ inde¬ 
pendent work methods were not separately 
distinguished and directly identified. Gen¬ 
eral learning methods, the majority of which 
are suitable for students’ independent work, 
were presented in the description of learning 
outcomes at course unit level. In two study 
programmes, descriptions of renewed course 
unit involved the following independent work 
methods and tasks: mid-term test, exam, lab 
work. In this case individuals who renew study 
programmes identified independent work as 
forms of student activity and assessment of 
learning achievements. Renewed study pro¬ 
grammes did not involve a great variety of 
independent work methods: paper, “student’s 
individual activity by given tasks”, “various 
creative tasks”, and “performing tasks”. Re¬ 
newed study programmes should involve a 
greater variety of independent work meth¬ 
ods, coordinating them with a study process, 
curriculum, and formulated learning out¬ 
comes. Rarely are recommended popular in 
EU higher education institutions following 
independent work methods: reviews, essay, 
learning diaries, practical data collection re¬ 
ports, critical assessment of various scientific 
works, case analysis, projects (Tuning: Euro¬ 
pos svietimo strukturij suderinimas, 20108) 

7 In EN: Requirements and criteria for interim assess- 
ment of study programmes under renewal in projects under 
2007-2013 Human Resource Development Programme 2nd 
priority “Lifelong Learning” VP1-2.2-SMM-07-K measure 

“Study Quality Improvement, International Increase”, 2010 

8 In EN: Tuning Educational Structures in Europe, 2010 
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pat studijij programas atnaujinantys asmenys 
turetij apsvarstyti, ar nereiketij ypac paplitusi 
referatq (daroma prielaida, kad tai klasikinis 
referuojamasis referatas) keisti j mokslinj re- 
feratij ar kitus jo tipus, labiau atitinkancius 
bakalauro ar magistro studijij programos 
turinj. Tai sietqsi su R. Augaitienes ir kolegij 
(2012) pastebejimu, kad savarankiskq darbij 
reiketij suprasti kaip daugiaplan^ savaran- 
kiskcj besimokanciojo veiklq. R Grecevicius 
(2011), analizav^s atnaujinarmj studijij pro- 
gramij tarpines ataskaitas, taip pat pastebi, 
kad ekspertai ataskaitose rekomenduoja su- 
teikti daugiau galimybiij studentams rinktis 
jvairias savarankisko darbo formas, o kai 
kuriose studijij programose neapibudinti stu- 
dentij savarankisko darbo metodai. 

Ne visose studijij programose ir jij ver- 
tinimo ataskaitose galima jzvelgti, kokia sa¬ 
varankisko darbo, nurodomij metodij derme 
su dalyko rezultatais ir atitinkamai su progra¬ 
mos studijij rezultatais. Studijij programose, 
kur buvo nurodoma minima derme, - daznai 
savarankisko darbo uzduotys, metodai, - ne- 
buvo suderinti arba kilo abejonip del dermes 
su dalyko ir programos rezultatais bei kito- 
mis dalyko apraso dalimis. Si pastaba viena 
rimciausiq, nes susijusi su studijij turinio 
planavimo logikos pazeidimu ir is to kylan- 
ciu galimai nepakankamai efektyviu studijij 
procesu. Taip pat, remiantis K. Pukelio ir ko- 
legij (2011) pastebejimais, svarbu studijij re¬ 
zultatais paremtas poziuris, kai „pagrindinis 
demesys skiriamas studijij rezultatams, kurie 
pasirenkami atskaitos tasku inicijuojant bei 
organizuojant studentij savarankisko studi- 
javimij bei vertinant jo metu jgytus pasieki- 
mus“ (2011, p. 11). Jei studijij programos ar 
dalyko rezultatas yra susijqs su projektavimo, 
modeliavimo mokejimq jgijimu, numatytas 
klasikinis referuojamasis referatas nera tin- 
kamas pasirinkimas. Taip pat kyla klausimas, 
kokiij analizavimo mokejimij jgys studentas, 
jei studijij procese, studentij savarankiska- 
me darbe nera numatyta atvejo analize ar 


and portfolio, student presentations (Pukelis 
et al., 2011). Individuals who renew study pro¬ 
grammes should also discuss if a widely used 
paper (assuming it is a traditional referencing 
paper) should be changed to a scientific paper 
or other types of paper that better correspond 
to the content of bachelor and master study 
programmes. Augaitiene et al. (2012) noted 
that independent work should be perceived 
as multi-dimensional independent learners 
activity. Grecevicius (2011) analysed interim 
reports of renewed study programmes and 
noted that experts recommend providing stu¬ 
dents with more diverse possibilities to choose 
forms of independent work. Students’ inde¬ 
pendent work methods are not described in 
several study programmes. 

Not all study programmes and their as¬ 
sessment reports clearly identify coherence 
across independent work and its methods 
and outcomes at subject and programme lev¬ 
els. Those study programmes where this co¬ 
herence was presented (usually independent 
work tasks and methods) did not coordinate 
or poorly coordinated coherence across learn¬ 
ing outcomes at subject and programme levels 
and other sections of subject description. This 
is one of the most serious issues as it is related 
to violation of the logic of curriculum plan¬ 
ning and, as a result, possibly insufficiently 
effective study process. Besides, according to 
Pukelis et al. (2011), learning outcomes based 
approach is important when “attention is 
drawn to learning outcomes that are used as 
a reference point for initiating and organising 
independent studying, as well as assessing its 
achievements” (2011, p. 11). If learning out¬ 
comes at programme or course unit levels are 
related to acquisition of designing and mod¬ 
elling skills, the intended referencing paper is 
not the most appropriate selection. A question 
is also raised what analysing skills a student 
will gain if case analysis is not indicated in the 
study process and students’ independent work 
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kitaip sudaromos sqlygos ugdytis analizavi- 
mo mokejimus? 

Svarbu pastebeti, kad tik trijose studijij 
programose (is 24) pateikti studentij sava¬ 
rankisko darbo vertinimo kriterijai. Jei stu- 
dentams studijij procese nebus pateikiami jij 
atliekamos veiklos vertinimo kriterijai, nebus 
atliepiamos elementarios metodines reko- 
mendacijos, skirtos studentq studijavimo 
pasiekimij vertinimo procesui tobulinti (tai- 
kyti jvairius vertinimo metodus, tinkamus 
dalyko rezultatij pasiekimui jvertinti, aiskijj 
vertinimo metodikq, supazindinti studentus 
su jij veiklos vertinimo kriterijais iki atliekant 
veikkj). Nenurodzius savarankisko darbo 
vertinimo kriterijij savaime kyla ir studentij 
studijavimo pasiekimij vertinimo problemij, 
nesudaromos sijlygos metodiskai organizuo- 
jamam studijij procesui. K. Pukelis ir kolegos 
(2011), apibendrindami mokslininkij paste- 
bejimus (Gibbons, 2004; Brookfield, 1985; 
Hiemstra, 1998; ir kt.) akcentuoja: studentij 
savarankisko darbo uzduotis bei vertinimo 
kriterijai turetq buti pristatomi kuo anks- 
ciau, pateikiami detaliai ir aiskiai tam skir- 
toje atmintineje. Kyla klausimas, kodel tik 
keliose studijij programij aprasuose nuro- 
dyti studentij savarankisko darbo vertinimo 
kriterijai? Ar aukstosiose mokyklose nepa- 
kankamai metodiskai planuojamas studentij 
savarankiskas darbas? Studentij savarankis¬ 
ko darbo vertinimo kriterijij skelbimq stu- 
dentams pagrindzia moksline edukologine 
literatura, taciau Studijij kokybes vertinimo 
centro direktoriaus jsakyme del ketinamos 
vykdyti studijij programos apraso rengimo, 
jos isorinio vertinimo ir akreditavimo me- 
todikos patvirtinimo (2011 m. lapkricio 28 d. 
Nr. 1-01-157) 20 punkte nurodoma, kad turi 
buti tik pateikiamas „...programos numato- 
mij studijij rezultatij, mokymo(si) ir studijij 
pasiekimij vertinimo metodij rysys..." Sio 
dokumento 11.2 punkte teigiama: „suteikti 
informacij^ studentams apie tai, k^ jie priva- 
les zinoti, gebeti, suprasti baigus program^ 


or no other possibilities to develop analytic 
skills are provided. 

It is important to note that students’ in¬ 
dependent work assessment criteria are only 
provided in three study programmes (out of 
24). If students are not provided with their ac¬ 
tivity assessment criteria in the study process, 
no basic methodological recommendations 
are reflected that could be used to improve 
the assessment process of students’ learning 
achievements (i.e. to use various assessment 
methods, suitable for evaluation of learning 
outcome achievement at subject level, apply 
clear assessment methodology, introduce stu¬ 
dents to activity assessment criteria prior to 
the beginning of that activity). If no criteria for 
independent work assessment are provided, 
issues arise when assessing students’ learn¬ 
ing achievements and no conditions for me¬ 
thodical organisation of the study process are 
set. Pukelis et al. (2011) summarised scientists’ 
ideas (Gibbons, 2004; Brookfield, 1985; Hiem¬ 
stra, 1998; etc.) and emphasised that students’ 
independent work tasks and assessment crite¬ 
ria should be introduced as soon as possible 
and provided in special detailed guidelines. A 
question is raised why assessment criteria for 
students’ independent work are only provided 
in the descriptions of some study programmes. 
Is students’ independent work at higher edu¬ 
cation institutions planned insufficiently from 
the methodical perspective? Publication of 
students’ independent work assessment crite¬ 
ria is validated by scientific education litera¬ 
ture. However, Section 20 of the order of the 
Director of the Centre for Quality Assessment 
in Higher Education On the Approval of the 
Methodology for the Preparation of the De¬ 
scription, External Review and Accreditation 
of New Study Programmes (28th of Novem¬ 
ber, 2011, No. 1-01-157) indicates that “...only 
links between intended learning outcomes 
and learning outcomes assessment meth¬ 
ods...” should be provided. Section 11.2 of 
this document notes: “to provide information 
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(studijq dalykq), kokie bus ji} pasiekimi} verti- 
nimo kriterijai, metodai, formos. Atnaujintos 
ketinamos vykdyti studijij programos apraso 
rengimo, isorinio jos vertinimo ir akreditavi- 
mo metodikos (2013), 22.1 punkte isliko nu- 
rodymas dalykij aprasuose pateikti, kokie yra 
„...tikslai, programos studijij rezultatq, studijij 
dalyko (modulio) rezultatij, studijij metodij 
ir studentij pasiekimij vertinimo metodij sq- 
sajos vertinimo kriterijai, studijij dalyko 
(modulio) turinys, pagrindine literatura...“ 
(Studijij kokybes vertinimo centra direkto- 
riaus jsakymas Del <.„>, 2013). Taciau kita- 
me dokumente aiskiai jvardijama studentij 
savarankisko darbo vertinimo kriterijij bu- 
tinybe Programos jgyvendinimo metu verti- 
nant atnaujintas studijij programas: „...jvar- 
dinti studento savarankisko darbo metodai 
ir (arba) uzduotys, susiejant su numatomais 
studijij dalyko ir (arba) modulio rezultatais 
bei jij vertinimo metodais ir kriterijais..." 
(Zmogiskqjq istekliq veiksmij programos 2 
prioriteto „Mokymasis visq gyvenimq" <...>, 
2010). SMM internetiniame puslapyje pu- 
blikuojamij rekomendacijij studijij rezultatij 
vertinimui tobulinti (2009) 10 punkte nuro- 
doma: „semestro pradzioje destytojas turi in- 
formuoti studentus apie aukstosios mokyklos 
studijij rezultatij vertinimo tvarkcj isdestyda- 
mas detalicj dalyko program^, tikslus, laukia- 
mus studijij rezultatus, konkreckj destomojo 
dalyko studijij rezultatij vertinimo strukturq 
(tarpiniij atsiskaitymij itakq galutiniam pa- 
zymiui, kokiems rezultatams esant teks kar- 
toti dalyko kursq arba bus galima pakartoti 
galutinj atsiskaitymij), vertinimo kriterijus 
ir reikalavimus“. Pastebimas priestaravimas 
tarp nacionaliniij dokumentij, rekomenda¬ 
cijij, reglamentuojanciq studijij programas, 
ir Zmogiskijjij istekliij veiksmij programos 2 
prioriteto „Mokymasis viscj gyvenim^" VP1- 
2.2-SMM-07-K „Studijij kokybes gerinimas, 
tarptautiskumo didinimas", atnaujinamij stu¬ 
dijij programij tarpinio vertinimo reikalavimij. 
Todel pristatyti tikrijjij situacij^ apie studentij 


to students on what they must know, be able 
to do and understand upon completion of a 
study programme (subject) and what their 
achievement assessment criteria, methods and 
forms will be”. Section 22.1 of the Methodol¬ 
ogy for the Preparation of the Description, Ex¬ 
ternal Review and Accreditation of Renewed 
Study Programmes (2013) indicates the need 
for descriptions of course units to provide “... 
aims, links among learning outcomes at pro¬ 
gramme level and subject (module) level and 
student achievement assessment methods..., 
assessment criteria, content of subject (mod¬ 
ule), essential literature..." (Studijij kokybes 
vertinimo centro direktoriaus jsakymas Del 
<...>, 2013). However, another document 
clearly indicates the need to present stu¬ 
dents’ independent work assessment criteria 
when assessing renewed study programmes 
during the Programme implementation pe¬ 
riod: “...student’s independent work methods 
and (or) tasks are identified, relating them to 
intended learning outcomes at course unit 
and (or) module level and their assessment 
methods and criteria...” (Zmogiskijjij istekliij 
veiksmij programos 2 prioriteto „Mokyma- 
sis visij gyvenimij" <.„>, 2010). Section 10 of 
the recommendations on the improvement 
of learning outcome achievement assessment 
(2009) published on the website of the Min¬ 
istry of Education and Science states: “at the 
beginning of the term a teacher should inform 
students about the order of learning outcome 
achievement assessment set by a higher educa¬ 
tion institution, involving a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of a subject programme, aims, intended 
learning outcomes, a specific structure for the 
assessment of learning outcomes at subject 
level (the influence of mid-term on the final 
grade, what grades will require a student to re¬ 
peat the course and whether they will be able 
to retake a final exam), assessment criteria and 
requirements”. Contradictions have been noted 
in national documents, recommendations that 
regulate study programmes and requirements 
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savarankisko darbo vertinimo process ar 
jvardijami savarankisko darbo kriterijai, kaip 
su jais supazindinami studentai, kiek jie yra 
aiskus ir metodiskai parengti, biitij galima at- 
likus issamesnius tyrimus. Taip pat keliamas 
diskusinis klausimas: ar tikslinga studijij pro- 
gramos aprase, dalykij programose pateikti 
studentq savarankisko darbo vertinimo kri¬ 
terijus, gal tai turetij buti studijij programos 
priedij dalis? Destytojai jvairiai organizuoja 
studijij process dalis pateikia kompleksq sa¬ 
varankisko darbo uzduociij, kiti - vien;j ar 
kelias sudetingas, kompleksines. Taciau in- 
formacija apie savarankisko darbo vertinimo 
strategijq, vertinimo kriterijus studentams 
turetij buti laisvai pasiekiama dar kurso des- 
tymo pradzioje. Tai aktualu siekiant atliepti 
mokslineje literaturoje isskirtq vertinimo 
paskirtj: diagnozavimo, formavimo, sumavi- 
mo ir isorinio jvertinimo (Weeden, Winter, 
Broadfoot, 2005). G. Petty (2006) pazymi 
kriterinio vertinimo svarbq ir poreikj taikyti 
kriterijus, kad biitij galima pamatuoti, kq be- 
simokantysis moka daryti, o ko ne. 

Beveik trecdalyje (7 is 24) studijij progra¬ 
ms prie dalyko programs buvo pateikti sa¬ 
varankisko darbo planai, kuriuose nurodyta: 
savarankisko darbo uzduoties pavadinimas, 
metodai, uzduociq skaicius, rekomenduoja- 
mas savarankisko darbo laikas, uzduoties jta- 
ka galutiniam pazymiui (procentais). Dalykij 
programose savarankisko darbo uzduocis 
apraso issamumas, metodinis pagrindimas 
labai skyresi: nuo issamiij, pasizyminciq pui- 
kiu metodiniu pagrindimu, iki abstrakciij, 
lakoniskq aprasq. A. Rauckiene (2011) paste- 
bejo, kad perziuretose atnaujinamij programs 
ataskaitose savarankisko darbo turinys buvo 
neaiskus. Apibendrindamas studijs programs 
atnaujinima, L. Leonas (2011) taip pat isskyre 
problemas, susijusias su students savarankis¬ 
ko darbo planavimu: nenurodytos savaran¬ 
kisko darbo formos, metodai ir vertinimo 
metodai, kriterijai arba pateikta tik bendra 
savarankisko darbo apimtis, todel neaisku, k^ 


for interim assessment of renewed study pro¬ 
grammes that were formulated under the Op¬ 
erational Programme for the Development 
of Human Resources 2007-2013 2nd Prior¬ 
ity “Life-long Learning” VP1-2.2- MM-07-K 
measure “Enhancing of the Quality of Studies, 
Strengthening of Internationality”. Therefore 
more comprehensive research is required to 
reveal real situation about the students’ inde¬ 
pendent work assessment process and to find 
out if independent work criteria are identified, 
how they are presented to students, whether 
they are clear and methodically prepared. A 
question is also raised if students’ independent 
work assessment criteria should be provided 
in the study programme or course unit de¬ 
scriptions? Maybe it would be better to involve 
them in the annexes of study programme de¬ 
scriptions? The ways teachers organise the pro¬ 
cess of studies varies, i.e. some of them provide 
a complex of independent work tasks while 
others prefer one or several difficult, complex 
tasks. However, information about the strategy 
of independent work assessment and assess¬ 
ment criteria should be provided to students 
at the beginning of a course unit. All this helps 
to reflect assessment aims presented in scien¬ 
tific literature: diagnostic, formative, summa- 
tive and external assessment (Weeden, Winter, 
Broadfoot, 2005). Petty (2006) emphasises the 
importance of criteria-based assessment and 
the need to apply criteria in order to measure 
what a learner can and cannot do. 

Almost a third (7 out of 24) of study pro¬ 
grammes provided independent work plans 
next to course unit programmes. They in¬ 
volved: title of an independent work task, 
methods, number of tasks, recommended in¬ 
dependent work time, the influence of a task 
on the final grade (percentage). Comprehen¬ 
siveness and methodical validation of inde¬ 
pendent work descriptions in course unit pro¬ 
grammes differed from comprehensive and 
methodically validated to abstract, general 
descriptions. Rauckiene (2011) noted that the 
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studentas turi daryti, kokio pobudzio uzduo- 
tis jam skirta; autoriaus pastebejimu, nurodo- 
ma pagrindine literatura, tiksliau, jos kiekis, 
niekaip nesuderinti su studentu galimybemis. 
Analizuojant studijij programas (aptariamas 
vienas trecdalis is analizuotij, nes tik jose pa- 
teikta informacija) taip pat kilo abejoniij, ar 
destytojai, planuodami savarankiskq studen¬ 
ts darb;j, atsizvelgia j dalyko kreditij skaiciij? 
Anot R. Bartkeviciaus ir kolegij (2013), si pro- 
blema aktuali ir 2013 m. vertintoms studijij 
programoms. T.Bulajevos (2011) nuomone, 
pereinant prie studijij, orientuotij j student^, 
butina daugiau demesio skirti students mo- 
kymosi veiklos planavimui, organizavimui ir 
studento darbo kruvio bei studijs laiko aps- 
kaitai. Pastebeta, kad kai kurios aukstosios 
mokyklos, kuris studijs programas vertino 
ekspertai (is vertints studijs programs bu- 
dinga tik nevalstybinems kolegij oms), j da¬ 
lyko aprasij jtrauke laiko savaitemis nuorodq, 
kada atlikti ir pateikti savarankisko darbo 
uzduotj. Aukstojoje mokykloje derinant 
jvairis dalyks savarankiskq darbs atlikimo 
planq, students laikas skirstomas racionaliai 
ir sudaromos palankios sijlygos kokybiskai, 
planingai atlikti savarankisko darbo uzduotis. 
Todel tikslinga skatinti destytojus kolegiskai 
aptarti ir realiai jvertinti studentui reikalingij 
laikij uzduociai atlikti ir numatytas valandas 
dalyko aprase. 


content of independent work in the reports 
of renewed study programmes was unclear. 
Leonas’ (2011) generalisations of study pro¬ 
gramme renewal identified problems related 
to independent work planning: forms, meth¬ 
ods and assessment methods for independent 
work are not provided or only general volume 
of independent work is provided; thus it is not 
clear what a student should do and what kind 
of task s/he will be given. The author also notes 
that the amount of provided literature resourc¬ 
es exceeds students’ possibilities. The analysis 
of study programmes (a third of them are dis¬ 
cussed as only they provide information) has 
also raised doubts if teachers take into account 
the number of subject credits when planning 
independent work. According to Bartkevicius 
et al. (2013) this problem is also relevant in 
study programmes assessed in 2013. Bula- 
jeva (2011) notes that the transfer to student- 
centred studies should focus on planning and 
organising students’ learning activity as well 
as on records of student workload and learn¬ 
ing time. Several higher education institutions 
that were assessed by experts (only noticed in 
the assessed non-governmental colleges) pro¬ 
vided course unit descriptions with a reference 
to weeks, i.e. when an independent work task 
should be performed and presented. When 
coordinating schedules of various indepen¬ 
dent work tasks, a higher education institution 
should distribute students’ time rationally and 
enable students to perform their tasks in high- 
quality and as planned. Thus teachers should 
be encouraged to talk to their colleagues and 
realistically evaluate hours given in the course 
unit descriptions and how much time a stu¬ 
dent will need to complete their task. 
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3 

STUDIjy PROGRAMAS 
ATNAUJINUSiy ASMENy jVARDYTOS 
PROBLEMOS, TROKUMAI, 
PLANUOJANT STUDENTy 
SAVARANKISKA DARBA PAGAL 
PROGRAMA ATNAUJINAMOSE 
STUDIjy PROGRAMOSE 

Per pokalbius su studijij programas atnau- 
jinanciais asmenimis isaiskejo, kad vykusiij 
informaciniij seminary metu nebuvo suteik- 
ta pakankamai informacijos, kaip ir reikia 
pateikti apie studentij savarankisko darb;j. 
Todel priimdami sprendimus, kaip studijij 
programose aprasyti savarankisko darbo, jie 
remesi vykdomo projekto paraiska ziuredami, 
ar studentij savarankiskas darbas, kaip atnau- 
jinimo sritis, numatytas aukstosios mokyklos 
vykdomame projekte. Dalis studijij programas 
atnaujinanciij asmenij pripazino koncentrav^- 
si j, jij poziuriu, aktualesnius aspektus (pvz., j 
studijij programos rezultatij atnaujinimo, ati- 
tikmenj atnaujintiems nacionaliniams aktams, 
europinems rekomendacijoms del studijij tu- 
rinio) nei studentij savarankisko darbo orga- 
nizavimo atnaujinimas ir aprasymas. 

Isaiskejo, kad buvo neaisku, ne tik kaip ir 
kiek issamiai aprasyti atnaujinamas progra¬ 
mas, bet ir kurioje studijij programos dalyje 
pateikti informacijo apie studentij savaran- 
kiskij darbo. Ar studijij programos bendraja- 
me aprase, ar dalyko aprasuose, ar individua- 
liuose destytojo teminiuose planuose? Studijij 
programas atnaujinantys asmenys pazymejo, 
kad rekomenduojamoje dalyko apraso for- 
moje (remiantis Studijij kokybes vertinimo 
centro direktoriaus patvirtinta rekomenduo- 
jama forma dalyko aprasui) nera vietos sava- 
rankiskam darbui, jo vertinimo kriterijams. 
Tik nedaugelio aukstijjij mokyklij atstovai 
emesi iniciatyvos rekomenduojamij, Studi¬ 
jij kokybes vertinimo centro direktoriaus 
patvirtintij, dalyko apraso formij papildyti 


3 

STUDENTS'INDEPENDENT WORK 
PLANNING ISSUES IN STUDY 
PROGRAMMES RENEWED UNDER 
THE PROGRAMME, AS PRESENTED BY 
INDIVIDUALS WHO RENEWED STUDY 
PROGRAMMES 

Interviews with people who renew study pro¬ 
grammes have revealed that informative semi¬ 
nars did not provide sufficient information 
about what and how should be provided about 
students’ independent work. Thus when mak¬ 
ing decisions on how to describe independent 
work in study programmes they analysed if 
students’ independent work as one of renew¬ 
able areas is involved in the project performed 
by a higher education institution. A part of 
individuals who renew study programmes 
said that they focused on the aspects that they 
believe are more important (e.g. renewal of 
learning outcomes at study programme level, 
correspondence to renewed national acts, 
European recommendations on curriculum) 
than renewal and descriptions of students’ in¬ 
dependent work organisation. 

It was not clear not only how and how thor¬ 
oughly renewed study programmes should be 
described but also in which section of a study 
programme information regarding students’ 
independent work should be provided, i.e. in 
a general description of a study programme 
or descriptions of course units or individual 
teacher’s plans? Individuals who renewed study 
programmes noted that the recommended 
form for course unit description (as approved 
by the director of the Centre for Quality As¬ 
sessment in Higher Education) does not have 
a section for independent work and its assess¬ 
ment criteria. Only a few representatives of 
higher education institutions took initiative to 
supplement the recommended form of course 
unit description, approved by the director of 
the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher 
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dalimis, skirtomis studentij planuojamam 
savarankiskam darbui issamiau atskleisti ar 
su dalyko aprasu pateikti priedij, kuriame ap- 
rasoma, kaip ketinama organizuoti studentij 
savarankiskq darbij. Dalyko apraso forma yra 
rekomendacinio pobudzio ir papildomos ko- 
rekcijos galimos - tai turetij buti aukstosios 
mokyklos iniciatyva siekiant aiskaus, koky- 
bisko studentij savarankisko darbo. 

Beveik visi pokalbyje dalyvav^ studijij 
programas atnaujin^ asmenys negalejo me- 
todiskai jvardyti, kaip uztikrinti savarankisko 
darbo sqsajas su dalyko rezultatais. Remian- 
tis studijq programos projektavimo metodo- 
loginemis nuostatomis, nacionaliniais teises 
aktais, reglamentuojanciais studijij progra¬ 
mos rengimq, studentij savarankiskas darbas 
turetij sudaryti scjlygas jgyti, jtvirtinti, tobu- 
linti zinias, mokejimus, jvardijamus dalykij 
ir studijij programos rezultatuose. Taip pat 
studentams turetij buti suteikiamos galimy- 
bes pasirinkti jvairias savarankisko darbo 
uzduotis, metodus, formas, padedancias 
pasiekti numatytq, atitinkamq tq patj daly¬ 
ko rezultatq. Savarankiskas studentij darbas 
turi buti planuojamas apibreziant, jvardijant 
tikslus, keliamus reikalavimus, numatant uz- 
duoties jsivertinimo ir jvertinimo kriterijus, 
jvertinant laikcj, per kurj galima atlikti uz- 
duotj, bendrij savarankisko darbo uzduociij 
skaiciij ir jij derm§ su dalyko programa bei 
apimtimi. Paaiskejo, kad dauguma studijij 
programas atnaujinanciij asmenij, dalyvavu- 
sip pokalbyje, savarankisko darbo planuoja 
turedami vizijo, ko studentas butinai turi ge- 
beti atlikti studijuodamas pagal dalyko pro- 
gramo- Kai kurie savarankisko darbo sieja su 
tuo, ko nespejama, negalima atlikti kontakti- 
nio darbo su studentais metu. Dalis studijij 
programas atnaujinanciij asmenij, planuo- 
dami savarankisko studentij darbo, nesiejo jo 
su dalyko rezultatais, tik paskui paanalizav^ 
atrado intuityviij sosajij. Nesieti savarankisko 
darbo su dalyko ir studijij programos rezul¬ 
tatais - ydinga praktika, nes tampa neaiski 


Education, with sections aimed at presenting 
planned students’ independent work or to 
provide an annex where plans for organising 
students’ independent work are described. A 
form of course unit description is of recom- 
mendable nature thus further corrections are 
allowed. It should be done under initiative of 
a higher education institution with the aim of 
clear and high-quality students’ independent 
work. 

Almost none of the interviewed individu¬ 
als who renewed study programmes could 
methodically explain how to assure that inde¬ 
pendent work was linked to learning outcomes. 
On the basis of methodological provisions for 
study programme design and national legal 
acts that regulate study programme design¬ 
ing, students’ independent work should en¬ 
able them to acquire new knowledge and skills 
identified in learning outcomes at programme 
and course unit level. Students should also be 
able to choose form a variety of tasks, methods 
and forms of independent work that enable to 
achieve formulated learning outcomes. Stu¬ 
dents’ independent work should be planned 
by defining and presenting aims and require¬ 
ments, setting criteria for task (self)evaluation, 
evaluating time given to complete a task, over¬ 
all number of independent work tasks and 
how they match the programme and volume 
of a course unit. The majority of interviewed 
individuals who renew study programmes 
plan independent work in accordance with 
what a student must be able to do when study¬ 
ing a particular course unit. Some of them as¬ 
sociate independent work with things that are 
not or cannot be completed during contact 
hours. Several individuals who renew study 
programmes noted that when planning in¬ 
dependent work they did not coordinate it to 
learning outcomes and only later found cer¬ 
tain intuitive links. However, not coordinat¬ 
ing independent work to learning outcomes at 
programme level is a faulty practice as its pur¬ 
pose becomes unclear. Besides planners often 
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jo paskirtis. Be to, planuotojams daznai kilo 
klausimij, kiek savarankiskij darhij planuo- 
ti, ar kiekvienam dalyko rezultatui butinai 
reikalingas savarankiskas darbas. Studentij 
savarankisko darbo kiekis, apimtis, turinys 
priklauso nuo to, kokiij siekiama dalyko re- 
zultatq, kokia dalyko apimtis kreditais, kiek 
valandij skirta savarankiskam darbui, ir kitij 
susijusiij studijij proceso daliij. Nera butiny- 
bes, poreikio kiekvienam dalyko rezultatui 
planuoti savarankisko darbq, galima numaty- 
ti kompleksinj savarankisko darbo, padedan- 
tj pasiekti kelis dalyko rezultatus. Bet labai 
svarbu pateikti studentams issamiq metodin^ 
informacijo apie savarankisko darbo paskirtj, 
turinj, atlikimo, vertinimo, sudaranciq sqly- 
gas efektyviai veiklai. Todel, siekiant aiskaus 
studijij proceso, destytojui svarbu organi- 
zuoti konsultacijas studentams. K. Pukelis 
ir kolegos (2011) pastebi, kad studentij kon- 
sultacijos galetij vykti siomis kryptinis: sava¬ 
rankisko darbo temos pasirinkimas ir suderi- 
nimas; savarankisko darbo piano aptarimas; 
informacijos saltiniq aptarimas; savarankisko 
darbo rezultatij aptarimas; savarankisko dar¬ 
bo apibendrinimas ir isvadij formulavimas; 
savarankisko darbo pristatymo aptarimas. 

Studijij programas atnaujinantys asme- 
nys teige: neturint edukologinio issilavinimo, 
nepakankamai aisku, kokie inovatyvus sava¬ 
rankisko darbo metodai, kur pateikiamas jij 
sqrasas. IT technologijij integravimas j stu¬ 
dijij proceso sudaro puikias solygas studentij 
savarankisko darbo inovatyvumui. Moodle 
sistemoje ar kitoje elektroninio mokymosi 
platformoje studentams gali buti pateiktos 
jvairios uzduotys (individualios ir grupines), 
leistina ugdyti mokejimus, jsivertinti pasie- 
kimus. Tikslingai parinkus studentij sava¬ 
rankisko darbo metodus pagal siekiamus 
aktualius dalyko rezultatus, dalykij turinj bei 
inovacijij taikymas sudaro palankias soly¬ 
gas sekmingam studijij procesui. Destytojui 
nepakanka parinkti inovatyviij ar populia- 
riij savarankisko darbo metodij, svarbu jij 


faced questions how many independent work 
tasks to plan and whether a separate indepen¬ 
dent work task is required for each learning 
outcome? The amount, volume and content of 
students’ independent work depend on what 
learning outcomes are set for a course unit, 
what number of credits a course unit has, how 
many hours are given to independent work and 
other related aspects. It is not necessary to plan 
a separate independent work for every learn¬ 
ing outcome. Students can be given a complex 
independent work that helps to achieve several 
learning outcomes. However it is very impor¬ 
tant to provide students with comprehensive 
methodological information regarding the 
purpose, content, completion and assessment 
of independent work that enables students to 
act effectively. Therefore in order to achieve a 
clear study process, teachers should organise 
consultations to their students. Pukelis et al. 
(2011) note that the following types of con¬ 
sultations could be organised: choosing and 
coordinating the theme of independent work; 
discussing the plan of independent work; 
discussing information resources; discussing 
outcomes of independent work; generalising 
independent work and making conclusion; 
discussing independent work presentation. 

Individuals who renew study programmes 
claim that unless you have background in edu¬ 
cation, it is not clear what innovative indepen¬ 
dent work methods are and where their list is 
provided. Integration of IT technologies into 
the study process is a perfect way to ensure 
innovative independent work. Various tasks 
(individual or group) that enable developing 
skills and self-assessing achievements can be 
given to students in the Moodle system or any 
other e-learning platform. Successful study 
process can be achieved by choosing appropri¬ 
ate independent work methods that focus on 
relevant learning outcomes and content and 
by introducing innovations. It is important 
for a teacher to not only choose innovative or 
popular independent work methods but also 
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derme su studijij turiniu. Reiketij sudaryti 
sijlygas studentui rinktis metodus, labiausiai 
atliepiancius individualius poreikius, siekiant 
tikslingame studijij procese numatytij dalyko 
rezultatij. Aukstosiose mokyklose gali buti 
taikomi jvairus studentij savarankisko dar- 
bo metodai: mokslines literatures apzvalga, 
moksline chronologine analize, ese, recenzi- 
ja, ivairiij mokslo darbij kritinis vertinimas, 
Venno diagramos 3 , apzvalgos, jvairaus tipo 
referatai, kurybiniai darbai, mokymosi die- 
norasciai ir jvairus reflektavimai, praktiniij 
duomenij rinkimo ataskaitos, atvejo analize, 
projektai, aplankas ( portfolio ), pranesimai ar 
studentij prezentacijos bei kiti metodai. 

Destytojai, studijij programas atnaujin^ 
asmenys, neisskyre kilusiij problemp, susiju- 
sip su studentij savarankisko darbo vertinimu, 
bet kalbantis paaiskejo, kad ne visi destytojai 
viesina ar turi pareng^ savarankisko darbo 
vertinimo kriterijus; kai kuriij manymu, pa- 
kanka informacijos, kokip kaupiamojo balo 
procentin^ dalj sudaro studentij savarankis- 
kas darbas. Siekiant aiskumo, studentij stu- 
dijavimo pasiekimij vertinimo objektyvumo, 
rekomenduojama atkreipti demesj j kriteri- 
jp sampratp. 4 * * * * Dazniausiai kriterijai susijij su 
atitinkamos studijuojamo dalyko / modulio 
pakopos ir (arba) lygio aprasais, kurie patei- 
kiami studentams studijp programos kata- 
loguose ar kituose dokumentuose kartu su 
studijp rezultatais, kurso programa ir pan. 
(Tuning: Europos svietimo strukturp suderi- 
nimas, 2010). Atnaujinant studijp programas, 
rekomenduojama parengti aiskius studentp 
studijavimo pasiekimp vertinimo kriterijus - 
aprasus, kg studentas turi moketi padaryti ar 

3 Venno diagrama susideda is ne maziau kaip dviejij susi- 
kertanciij arba esanciij vienas kitame apskritimij, pagal ku- 
riuos galima isskirti objektp panasumus ir skirtumus, taip 
pat tinka iliustruoti loginius arba matematinius rysius tarp 
skirtings objektij ar grupip 

4 Kriterijus (gr. kriterion - matas, vertinimo pagrindas) - 

pozymis, pagal kurj kas nors vertinama, nustatoma, klasifi- 

kuojama; vertinimo pagrindas, matas, saikas (Tarptautiniij 

zodziij zodynas, 2001); sprendimo vertinimo pagrindas, 

matas (Dabartines lietuvip kalbos zodynas, 2000). 


to coordinate them to the curriculum. In order 
to achieve learning outcomes set in the study 
process, a student should be given a possibility 
to select such methods that help to reflect in¬ 
dividual needs. Higher education institutions 
can use various students’ independent work 
methods: scientific literature review, scientific 
chronological analysis, essay, reviews, critical 
assessment of various scientific works, Venno 
diagrams 9 , papers, creative works, learning di¬ 
aries and reflections, reports on practical data 
collection, case analysis, projects, portfolio or 
student presentations and other methods. 

Teachers, individuals who renewed study 
programmes did not identify problems related 
to students’ independent work assessment. 
However, interviews have revealed that not 
all teachers publish or even have indepen¬ 
dent work assessment criteria. Some of them 
believe that it is sufficient to provide informa¬ 
tion on what part (percentage) of cumulative 
score consists of student’s independent work. 
To achieve accuracy and objective assessment 
of students’ learning achievements, attention 
should be drawn to the concept of criteria. 10 
Criteria are usually related to descriptions 
of specific course unit / module cycle and 
(or) level that together with learning out¬ 
comes, course programme etc. are provided 
to students in study programme catalogues or 
other documents (Tuning: Europos svietimo 
strukturp suderinimas, 2010). When renew¬ 
ing study programmes, it is recommended to 
prepare accurate criteria-descriptions for the 
assessment of student learning achievements. 
They should involve information on what a stu¬ 
dent should be able to do or provide in order 
to demonstrate the level of achieved learning 

9 Venn diagram consists of no less than two intersecting 
circles and can be used for presenting object similarities and 
differences, as well as for illustrating logical or mathematical 
relations among different objects or groups. 

10 Criterion (gr. kriterion - measure, base for assessment) - 
an attribute against which something is assessed, identi¬ 
fied, classified; base, measure for assessment (Tarptautiniij 
zodziij zodynas, 2001); base, measure for assessing decisions. 
(Dabartines lietuviij kalbos zodynas, 2000). 
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pateikti, kad pademonstruotij, kokiu lygiu 
yra pasiek^s numatytus studijq rezultatus, ar 
issamiau apibudinti vertinimo skales taiky- 
mij. Aiskus kriterijai suponuoja konstruktyvij 
grjztamqjj rysj ir ugdomqjj vertinimq. Verti- 
nimas turi buti paremtas jrodymais (rodikliais), 
todel svarbus ir vertinimo rodikliai. Tai placiau 
nei tradicinis apibendrinamasis vertinimas, nes 
leidzia padaryti studijuojanciqjq pazangos „fo- 
tografijq" (Assessment is for Learning, 2006). 


ISVADOS 

1. Pagal 2007-2013 m. Zmogiskijjij istekliq 
pletros veiksnuj programos 2 prioritetq 
„Mokymasis visq gyvenimq“ atnaujinant 

studijij programas, problemij kilo del 
savarankisko darbo metodij, uzduociq 
jvairoves, suderinamumo su dalyko re- 
zultatais, dalyko programa, apimtimi 
kreditais bei studentij savarankisko dar¬ 
bo vertinimo. 

2. Ekspertai pastebejo, kad tik nedaugelis 
studijij programi} dalykij aprasq rengejq 
atliepe tiek nacionalines, tiek europines 
rekomendacijas, susijusias su studentij 
studijavimo pasiekimij vertinimo proce- 
so tobulinimu, tik 3 is 24 studijij progra- 
mq buvo pateikti studentij savarankisko 
darbo vertinimo kriterijai. Taciau taip 
nutikti galejo del nepakankamos dermes 
tarp reglamentuojanciij studijij progra- 
mp atnaujinimp nacionalinip teises aktp 
ir dalies sip teises aktp turinio priesta- 
ringumo. Todel spnysti, kaip realiai or- 
ganizuojamas studentp savarankiskas 
darbas, galima tik atlikus issamesnius 
tyrimus aukstosiose mokyklose. 

3. Vienas rimciausip trukump - studijp 
programose numatyto studentp sava¬ 
rankisko darbo nepakankama derme su 
studijp dalyko ir programos rezultatais. 
Tai susij$ su studijp turinio projektavimo 


outcomes or should provide a more explicit 
description of the assessment scale. Clear cri¬ 
teria suppose constructive feedback and edu¬ 
cational assessment. Assessment should be 
based on evidence (indicators); thus, attention 
is also drawn to assessment indicators. This as¬ 
sessment is broader than traditional generalis¬ 
ing assessment as it allows making a “photo¬ 
graph” of students’ progress (Assessment is for 
Learning, 2006). 


CONCLUSION 

1. Problems faced when renewing study pro¬ 
grammes under the Human Resources De¬ 
velopment Action Programme 2007-2013 
priority direction 2 “Lifelong Learning” 
are related to the methods of independent 
work, the variety of tasks, compatibility 
with learning outcomes at subject level, its 
content, volume in credits and assessment 
of students’ independent work. 

2. Experts noted that only a few developers 
of study programme course unit descrip¬ 
tions took into account both national and 
European recommendations related to the 
improvement of the process of learning 
achievement assessment. Only 3 out of 24 
programmes had students’ independent 
work assessment criteria. However this 
could have happened due to insufficient 
coherence across national legal acts that 
regulate study programme renewal and 
contradictions in the content of some of 
these acts. Thus more comprehensive re¬ 
search is required to reveal real situation 
about students’ independent work organ¬ 
isation. 

3. One of key disadvantages - insufficient 
coherence across students’ independ¬ 
ent work planned in study programmes 
and learning outcomes at programme 
and subject levels. This could be related 
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logikos pazeidimu, galimai nepakanka- 
mai efektyviu studijij procesu ir gresme, 
kad studentas nepasieks ar nepakanka- 
mai kokybiskai pasieks numatytus daly- 
ko ir studijij programos rezultatus. 

4. Viena sunkiausiij veiklij studijij progra- 
mas atnaujinantiems asmenims - meto- 
diskai jvardyti, kaip uztikrinti savaran¬ 
kisko darbo s^sajas su dalyko rezultatais, 
studijij programos rezultatais, bei pa- 
rinkti inovatyvius, tikslingus savaran¬ 
kisko darbo metodus. 


REKOMENDACIJOS 

1. Planuojant studentij savarankisko dar- 
ba, rekomenduojama is anksto nurodyti 
savarankisko darbo indelj siekiant da¬ 
lyko ir studijij programos rezultatij bei 
pateikti issamkj metodin^ informacijij 
apie savarankisko darbo paskirtj, turinj, 
atlikimo terminus, vertinimo kriterijus 
ir metodus, organizuoti konsultacijas 
studentams. 

2. Rekomenduojama studentams sudaryti 
galimybes savarankisko darbo uzduo- 
tis atlikti jvairiais metodais, tinkamais 
tikslingai pasiekti dalyko, studijij pro¬ 
gramos rezultatus, derancius su studijij 
turiniu ir procesu bei labiausiai atlie- 
piancius individualius poreikius. 


Augaitiene R., Augutiene E., Buceliene J. (2012). Studentij 
savarankisko darbo jtakos matematikos dalyko mokymuisi 
tyrimas. Profesines studijos: teorija ir praktika, 9, p. 18-25. 
Siauliai: SVK. 

Assessment is for Learning. Self-Assessment Toolkit. Scotland, 
2006. 


to breaching logic when designing cur¬ 
riculum, insufficiently effective process of 
studies and the threat that a student will 
not achieve or will insufficiently achieve 
learning outcomes set at programme and 
course unit levels. 

4. One of most difficult activities identified 
by individuals who renewed study pro¬ 
grammes was to methodically identify 
how to assure links between independ¬ 
ent work and learning outcomes at course 
unit and study programme levels and 
choose innovative and purposeful inde¬ 
pendent work methods. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. When planning students’ independent 
work, it is recommended to identify in 
advance the input of independent work 
in learning outcomes at course unit and 
programme levels and to provide explicit 
methodical information on the purpose, 
content, deadlines, assessment criteria 
and methods of independent work, as well 
as to organise consultations to students. 

2. It is recommended to enable students 
to perform their independent work in a 
variety of methods that allow achieving 
learning outcomes at course unit and 
programme levels, are compatible with 
curriculum and study process and reflect 
individual needs. 
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